
 1 

HISTORY OF ROCK AND ROLL AND POPULAR CULTURE 
 
Name: _______________________________ Section: _____________________ 
 
UNIT 2:  Lecture 1:  THE ROCK AND ROLL EXPLOSION IN THE 1950S 

 

The Recording Industry: 

Major Record Labels: (list their names) 

 

The major labels had a total control of the marketplace.  Were located in NYC, 

____________, and LA.  Full staff included _____________, talent scouts, A&R, 

advance men, composers, arrangers, __________________.  Made this very difficult 

for songs produced by the ______________________ to gain fame or popularity. 

 

Independent Record Labels: (list their names) 

 

Initially produced mostly ____________ and _______________ music.  These were 

local labels that had a small staff, and were located in small, makeshift _____________. 

Independents were more likely to _______________________ and change 

___________________________.  Independents took over the ___________________ 

market because the majors believed it was a fad. 

Radio and Disc Jockeys 

Helped the independents get their products to a wider audience, especially __________ 

listeners.  Many teenagers were turning away from the major label pop standards and 

were listening to _________.  __________ were radio announcers that spun records 

interspersed with ________________________.  Successful DJ’s developed 

____________ and ____________________ personalities. 

Alan Freed: Most famous and influential white DJ.  Programmed ___________.  

Infamous for drinking on air and having a _______________ personality.  Started in 

_____________________ on a show called “The Moondog House Rock and Roll 

Party.”  Eventually moves to _________________ and has a Rock and Roll Show and 

stars in a number of Hollywood movies, like ___________________________. 
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First Sounds: Bill Haley:  Originally a country act called 

________________________.  Eventually his band starts to play R&B and renames 

itself Bill Haley & ________________.  They were the first white band to hit the Top 20 

with an R&B hit.   

 

Considered the first __________________________.  Bill Haley lacks the 

_________________ charisma and _______________ swagger to become a king of 

rock and roll, but his musical impact is _______________.  A visionary who combines 

___________________, blues, jazz, and ______________________. 

 
Sun Records and Sam Phillips:  

Phillips begins his career as a ____________, but eventually opens 

_________________ in 1949.  Seems to have a knack for scouting out ____________.  

Any person could record an album for ____________, but Phillips was interested in 

making authentic ____________ & _______________ records. 

 

When Phillips founds ____________________, he served as engineer, 

______________, ________________, and advance man.  He looked specifically for 

___________________ talent, recording artists who had appeal in more than one 

Listening Example:  Crazy Man Crazy sung by _________________________. 

Recorded in 1953.  First rock and roll song in history to hit the pop charts. 

 

Listening Example:  Rock Around the Clock sung by ________________________. 

Band’s first recording with a major record label, ______________.  Not initially 

successful, until it appeared in the opening credits of a movie, Blackboard Jungle. 

Listening Example:  Rocket 88 sung by ___________________________________. 

About an Oldsmobile ___________ car with hints of _______________ innuendo.  

Featured a boogie beat and ________________ guitar.  Considered by some to be the 

first rock and roll ________________.   
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audience segment.  He developed the __________________ style, the first style of rock 

and roll. 

Rockabilly:  earliest ______________________ style.  A combination of R&B and 

___________________.  Features a fast _______________ and nervous beat with 

spares instrumentation (only electric and acoustic ______________, upright 

__________), and a single vocalist. 

Key Rockabilly Recordings: 

 “Rock Around the Clock,” – ___________________, 1954 

 “That’s All Right,” – Elvis, Scotty, and Bill, 1954 

 “Blue Suede Shoes,” – Carl Perkins, 1955 

 “Be-Bop-A-Luna,” – Gene Vincent, 1956 

 “That’ll Be the Day,” – Buddy Holly, 1957 

Elvis Presley:  Born in Tupelo, Mississippi to a poor family.  Eventually moves to 

___________________.  His early musical influences were ________________ from 

the Grand Ole Opry, _______________ from church, and black _________ from local 

radio stations.  In_______ makes a record at _____________________ with Scotty 

Moore on ________________ and Bill Black on ________________. 

 

RCA and Colonel Parker:  Sun Records nears bankruptcy and Phillips sells 

____________’s contract and master tapes to ___________ for __________________.  

Colonel Tom Parker becomes Elvis’s manger, and quickly turns him into a mass-

merchandized commodity.  Parker secures more lucrative gigs, gets national _______ 

Listening Example:  Blue Suede Shoes sung by _____________________________. 

Key ______________________ recording.  Successful on the __________ and country 

charts.  First million-selling record by __________________ 

Listening Example:  That’s All Right sung by _____________________________. 

Another ___________________ recording.  After being played on a local radio show, 

became an overnight sensation. 
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exposure, and creates consumer goods, and gets him roles in ___________________.  

Parker gets ____% of Elvis’s earnings and develops and unhealthy, isolated existence 

for Elvis. 

Televised performances help Elvis’s music reach a wider audience. 

 

 

Elvis makes _______ films.  His first movie is ____________________________, 1956. 

He is really the first rock and roll star: 

 Galvanized the ____________________ nation 

 Influenced and inspired _________________________ 

 Exciting, rebellious, sexual energy 

 American dream of __________________________________________ 

 

Listening Example:  Hound Dog sung by _____________________________. 

Reaches _______ on the Billboard Charts.  Live performance was intensely physical 

and triggers widespread _______________ and moral condemnation. 

Listening Example:  Heartbreak Hotel sung by _____________________________. 

First recording with _______.  Launches Elvis into the spotlight.  Was _______ on the 

Billboard Charts for two months.  Features unusual vocals. 


